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Book Descriptions

The Israelis: Ordinary People in an Extraordinary Land by Donna Rosenthal
Living in a state frequently at war within its territories and with its neighbors, Israelis have had to adjust to a climate of fear. Young people, who face compulsory military service, lead lives that are necessarily entwined with religion and politics. A nation of immigrants, Israel is much more religiously and ethnically diverse than many would guess. 

My Prison, My Home: One Woman’s Story of Capitivity in Iran by Haleh Esfandiari
This autobiography provides a window into modern- day Iran and Iranian-American relations. Ms. Esfandiari is an American citizen and native of Iran who travels from the United States to visit her mother in Tehran, where she is arrested and incarcerated.

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi
This 2004 graphic novel, also made into a film, offers a quick read. Political changes following the 1979 revolution affect a young girl’s daily life and the lives of those around her in ways that are difficult for her to understand It is a New York Times Notable Book, Time Magazine “Best Comix of the Year,” and San Francisco Chronicle and Los Angeles Times bestseller.

The Yacoubian Building by Alaa Al Aswany
A bestseller in the Arab world, this novel was also made into a film in 2006. It follows the lives of a group of people who live in one apartment building in Cairo during the first Gulf War. The diversity of the inhabitants reveals a cross-section of gritty lives in a big city.
