Literature with Kansas Connections TALK Series

Book Descriptions

The Center of Everything by Laura Moriarty
Evelyn Bucknow, a ten year old growing up in fictional Kerrville, Kansas, seeks the certainty provided by a very conservative church, where she is assured that she is at the “center of everything.” Difficulties and humor appear when her own interest in evolutionary science conflicts with church teachings.

Not Without Laughter by Langston Hughes
Set in the fictional Kansas town of Stanton – purportedly based on Hughes Lawrence boyhood experiences, the novel follows Sandy as he negotiates a world of prejudice and segregation, struggling to be the best that he can be despite the realities of racial inequality and poverty.

One Soldier’s Story by Bob Dole
Long before he was a United States senator, Bob Dole was first a boy growing up in Russell, Kansas. Although Soldier’s Story focuses on his wartime years with a gripping account of the years he spent recovering from his wounds, themes of family and community are a vital part of the story. 

The Slow Air of Ewan MacPherson by Thomas Fox Averill
Ewan MacPherson was brought as an infant from Scotland to the neo-Scottish town of Glasgow, Kansas. Times are hard, young love is harder, and everybody makes mistakes . . . but eventually, with perseverance, some good things do happen.
