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Book Descriptions

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston (1973)
In this memoir, Houston recalls life in the camp from a child’s point of view, from dining to schooling to cultivating the land, in addition to recounting her re-entry into American life and her return to Manzanar in 1972.

Fences by August Wilson (1985)
For Troy, an old baseball player, fences mark the boundary for a home run, yet also mark the racial restrictions that kept Troy from the big leagues and demarcate Troy’s struggle with his own mortality.

The Tortilla Curtain by T. C. Boyle (1995)
Boyle juxtaposes two Los Angeles couple’s lives: one of privilege; the other of illegal immigration. Boyle’s plot brings the two families into tragic collision, exposing issues of class divides, problems of illegal Mexican immigration, and environmental degradation. As the United States builds hundreds of miles of fence along the Mexican border, his novel has never been timelier.

The Wire-Cutters by Mollie E. Moore Davis (1899)
Set during the 1880s Texas Wire-Cutting War, when fencing off the open plains set smallholders against the rich large-tract owners, this novel has all the trappings of a classic Western: cowboys, duels and outlaws framed against the canvas of the struggle to survive on the frontier.
