Women Around the World TALK Series
Book Descriptions

The Country Girls Trilogy by Edna O’Brien (Ireland)
Kate and Baba are ambitious Irish country girls in search of life: romantic Kate seeks love while pragmatic Baba will take whatever she can get. Together they set out to conquer Dublin – and the world.
The House of the Spirits by Isabel Allende (Chile)
This is the epic tale of the proud Trueba family: stubborn patriarch Esteban, sweet but rebellious daughter Blanca, and Alba, the granddaughter who is part of both the old aristocratic order and the turbulent new Chile.

Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel (Mexico)
Obedient daughter Tita rebels when tradition and a tyrannical mother conspire to keep her from true love in this enchanting story of romance, recipes, and magic.

None to Accompany Me by Nadine Gordimer (South Africa)
The evolving relationships of two couples, one black, one white, illustrate the hazards and hopes of life in post-apartheid South Africa, especially for Vera Stark, a mature, self-possessed woman on the brink of change.

So Long a Letter by Mariama Ba (Senegal)
In a lively letter to a childhood friend, the recently widowed Ramatoulaye reminisces about her husband’s devastating decision to take a second wife and about how she rebuilt her life and her emotional serenity.
