
 
INTRODUCING YOUR TALK DISCUSSION LEADER 

Humanities Kansas 
 

Below is a script you may follow to introduce your discussion leader. You are welcome to change it to 
best suit your needs—but remember to give Humanities Kansas credit for supporting the event. 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome to the [YOUR ORGANIZATION]. I am [YOUR NAME]. 
 

Our TALK event is brought to us by Humanities Kansas, an independent 
nonprofit spearheading a movement of ideas to empower the people of Kansas 
to strengthen their communities and our democracy. Please take a 
moment to turn off any cell phones before we begin our program. 
 

Al Ortolani is a former English instructor, published poet, the founder and 
president of Chávez and Associates, and facilitates Vietnam veterans writing 
workshops as part of the Kansas Stories of the Vietnam War initiative. Ortolani 
published prose, poetry, and collection books include, Slow Stirring Spoon, The 
Last Hippie of Camp 50, Finding the Edge, Wren’s House, Cooking Chili on the 
Day of the Dead, Waving Mustard in Surrender, and more. He has been leading 
TALK discussions since 1996. 
 

 Please welcome Al Ortolani. 
 

Al Ortolani 
8621 Greenway Ln 

Lenexa KS 66215-2453 
620-875-1856 (c) 

alortolani@gmail.com 
 


