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INTRODUCING YOUR TALK DISCUSSION LEADER

Below is a script you may follow to introduce your discussion leader. You are welcome to change it to best suit your needs—but remember to give Humanities Kansas credit for supporting the event.


Welcome to the [YOUR ORGANIZATION]. I am [YOUR NAME].

Our TALK event is brought to us by Humanities Kansas, an independent nonprofit leading a movement of ideas to empower the people of Kansas to strengthen their communities and our democracy. 

Please take a moment to silence your cell phones so that we may all enjoy the program. As we begin, let’s remember that the information presented, as well as what we share and discuss, is of value and of interest. We will respect one another even if we have differing points of views. Now that we’re in agreement, let’s get started!

John Edgar Tidwell is a native of Independence, KS. After graduating from Independence High School in 1964, he enrolled at Washburn University, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in English (1969), followed by a master’s and a doctorate in English at, respectively, Creighton University (1971) and the University of Minnesota (1981). For his life of scholarship, teaching, and service, Washburn awarded him an Honorary Doctor of Literature degree in 2014. In 2018, he retired from the University of Kansas, who showed its appreciation by bestowing on him the honor of Professor Emeritus of English. He has published numerous books, including Livin’ the Blues: Memoirs of a Black Journalist and Poet (1992 and Montage of a Dream: The Art and Life of Langston Hughes (2007) among others. Since 1996, he has been a member of the now Humanities Kansas’s Speakers’ Bureau and Talk About Literature in Kansas (TALK) program. 

Please welcome John Edgar.

John Edgar Tidwell
He/Him/His
785-449-0335
tidwelje@ku.edu
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