That’s Funny: Books That Make Us Laugh TALK Series
Book Descriptions

The Egg and I by Betty MacDonald (1945)
Betty MacDonald writes about her years as a young bride in the late 1920s, which she spent with her less- than-realistic new husband on a very primitive chicken farm in rural Washington state.

I’m a Stranger Here Myself by Bill Bryson (1999)
In this collection of essays written for a London magazine, Bryson wonders what modern America looks like to an American newly returned after twenty years in England. Though often bemused by surface absurdities (such as dental floss hotlines), Bryson is fundamentally both loving and appreciative of the core of American life.

In God We Trust, All Others Pay Cash by Jean Shepherd (1966)
Shepherd’s wildly witty reunion with his Indiana hometown recalls the days when happiness was a Red Ryder BB gun and station wagons roamed the earth.

Mama Makes Up Her Mind and Other Dangers of Southern Living by Bailey White (1993)
National Public Radio commentator White’s eccentric family includes Aunt Belle, whose alligator bellows on command, Uncle Jimbuddy, and the elderly, endearing Mama, who turns road kill into gourmet meals.

The Mammy by Brendan O’Carroll (1994)
This funny, tender and moving portrait of working- class Dublin life in the sixties centers on Agnes Browne, widowed mother of seven and indomitable neighborhood character.
