EXILE’S PLACE

Book descriptions

The Lazarus Project by Aleksandar Hemon (2008)

Bosnian Vladimir Brik, like Hemon himself, is caught in exile in Chicago by the wars that broke up Yugoslavia. Obsessed with Lazarus Averbach, an immigrant who had fled Moldavian pogroms in the early twentieth century only to be gunned down by Chicago police as a presumed anarchist, Brik returns to Eastern Europe to explore the roots of the earlier tragedy. The parallels illuminate the recurrent motifs of exile and the sufferings of Central Europeans through the bloody history of the twentieth century. 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (2003)

This story of the Indian-American Ganguli family centers on Gogol, the eldest son named after the famous Russian writer. The novel highlights the different ways in which Gogol’s parents, first-generation immigrants, and Gogol and his generation, American-born children of immigrants, interact with India as a place, a culture, and an ethnic identity, and how they work to shape these identities within the New World. 

Things I’ve Been Silent About by Azar Nafisi (2008)

Iranian exile Azar Nafisi recognizes that “the ease with which all that you call home, all that gives you an identity, a sense of self and belonging, can be taken away from you.” Her memoir covers both her increasing alienation from the theocratic state in Iran and her complex relationships with her mother, whose “coffee hours” with other women offered a refuge from an increasingly controlled public sphere, and her father, who kept his own secret diary. 

Brick Lane by Monica Ali (2003)

Nazneen is an eighteen-year-old Bangladeshi brought to Britain in an arranged marriage with almost no preparation—the only words she knows in English are “sorry” and “thank you.” She must make a life with her much older, comically incompetent husband and survive her impoverished and violent surroundings in the Brick Lane territory of East London that has been the refuge for waves of immigrants from the eighteenth century onward. 

