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 Who Owns the Water?  
 Citations 

 
Instructions:  Please feel free to take this page with you at the conclusion of the event. 
 
Introduction 

 
 Kansas Water Office. Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas, Memo. May 11, 2015. 

http://www.kwo.org/50_Year_Vision/memo_ChangesMadetoFinalVision_013015_sm.pdf 
 

 Marso, Andy. “Kansas Is Running Out of Water Sooner Rather Than Later.” KCUR.org. August 7, 2015.  
 http://kcur.org/post/kansas-running-out-water-sooner-rather-later  

 
 Opie, John. Ogallala: Water for a Dry Land. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1993.  

 
 Sherow, James Earl. Watering the Valley: Development along the High Plains Arkansas River, 1870-1950. 

Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1990.  
 

 Wise, Lindsay. “A Drying Shame: With the Ogallala Aquifer in Peril, the Days of Irrigation for Western 
Kansas Seem Numbered.” Kansas City Star. July 24, 2015. 
http://www.kansascity.com/news/state/kansas/article28640722.html#storylink=cpy     

 
Episode One – The Desert Becomes a Garden? 

 
Stephen H. Long and Scott C. Zeman 
 Chronology of the American West: From 23,000 B.C.E. Through the Twentieth Century. ABC-CLIO, 2002. 

Google Books. 
 

Railroad and Town Boosters 
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway Company. Ho! For the New Kansas! The Upper 
Arkansas Valley. July 1877. http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/212834 
 
"Redeeming the 'Desert.'" In Kansas Picture Book, p. 55. By G.E. Tewksbury. Topeka: A.S. Johnson, 
1883.  
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211515 
 
Fifth Annual Report of the Board of Railroad Commissioners for the Year Ending December 1, 1887. State 
of Kansas. Topeka: Kansas Publishing House, Clifford C. Baker, state printer, 1887.  
 
Union Pacific Railway Company. Kansas. Resources, Population, Industries, Opportunities and Climate. 
August 1909.  
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210042 
  
Thompson, Lucile M. Souvenir. Hamilton County and Syracuse, Kansas. 1909. 
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/222023 

 
M.M. Murdock 

“An Open Letter to Governor Bailey.” Wichita Daily Eagle. Courtesy of Kansas Memory, In Arkansas City 
Residents to Governor Willis Bailey, p. 3. http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/216500  
 

Mack Love 
J. Mack Love to W.J. Bailey, March 20, 1903. In Arkansas City Residents to Governor Willis Bailey, p. 16.  
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/216500  
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State of Kansas vs. Colorado: Abstract of Complainants’ Testimony 
Kansas Office of the Attorney General. August 15-September 21, 1904. 
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209125 
 

George Knapp and Kansas Business Magazine  
Sherow, James E. “The Art of Water and the Art of Living.” Review Essay Series, Kansas History: A Journal 
of the Central Plains 25, no. 1 (Spring 2002): 52-71.  
http://www.kshs.org/publicat/history/2002spring_sherow.pdf 
 

Ed Molitor 
Foth, Victoria. Water and the Making of Kansas. Kansas Natural Resource Council, 1988 and 2010. 
http://www.knrc.ws/watermk12.htm  
 

Ogallala Aquifer 
Opie, John. Ogallala: Water for a Dry Land. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992 and 2000.  
 
US Dept of the Interior. Water in Storage and Approaches to Ground-Water Management, High Plains 

Aquifer, 2000. http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/2003/circ1243/pdf/C1243.pdf 
 
Wise, Lindsay. “A Drying Shame: With the Ogallala Aquifer in Peril, the Days of Irrigation for Western 

Kansas Seem Numbered.” Kansas City Star. July 24, 2015. 
http://www.kansascity.com/news/state/kansas/article28640722.html#storylink=cpy     

 
Episode Two – Conflicts over Water in Modern Kansas 

 
Garden City 

Bickers, Margaret A. "Oasis in the Short Grass: Geography, Politics and Urban Water Supply in Garden 
City, Kansas, 1925-1960." Kansas History: A Journal of the Central Plains 30, no. 1 (Spring 2007): 20-35. 
http://www.kshs.org/publicat/history/2007spring_bickers.pdf 
 

Kansas ex rel. Bernard Peterson v Kansas State Board of Agriculture 
Irvine, Robert. "The Waterscape and the Law: Adopting Prior Appropriation in Kansas." Kansas History: A 
Journal of the Central Plains 19, no. 1 (Spring 1996): 22-35. 
http://www.kshs.org/p/kansas-history-spring-1996/12389  
 

 “Court Decision Favors Halstead.” Halstead Independent. June 16, 1944.  
 

A.E. Howse, Charles Wilson, and the Equus Beds Controversy 
Miner, Craig. Kansas: The History of the Sunflower State, 1854-2000. Lawrence: The University Press of 
Kansas, 2002, 332-33. 
 
“Giant Canals Possible As City Water Source.” Wichita Evening Eagle. August 20, 1954. P. 1, 4.  

Regional Water Goals 
Kansas Water Office. Vision for the Future of Water Supply in Kansas, Memo. May 11, 2015. 
http://www.kwo.org/50_Year_Vision/memo_ChangesMadetoFinalVision_013015_sm.pdf 
 

Frank Robl 
Robl, Frank W. "The 'Duck Man' Writes About Cheyenne Bottoms." The Story of Cheyenne Bottoms, 
1948-1958. http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217219 
 

Karl Grover and Joyce Wolf 
Ashworth, Sharon, and the Kansas Natural Resources Council. Waters of Kansas: Cheyenne Bottoms. 
http://knrc.weebly.com/the-waters-of-kansas---documentary-films.html 

 
Alysia Kysar 

Alysia Kysar to Governor Joan Finney. March 19, 1991. http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/208239 


