World War II Generation TALK Series
Book Descriptions

The Cloud Atlas by Liam Callanan (2004)
A priest, at the deathbed of an Alaskan shaman, recalls the events that brought them together, including stories of love, magic, spirituality, and the secret history of Japanese balloon warfare. A cloud atlas, the shaman says, “would not be a map of where things are now,” but “where they will be.” Callanan’s novel is a “cloud atlas” in reverse: telling us where we are by looking at where we have been.

The Gardens of Kyoto by Kate Walbert (2001)
Ellen inherits a book, The Gardens of Kyoto, when her cousin is killed. Vignettes describing the famed zen gardens and a professor’s struggle to keep Kyoto off the list of American atomic bomb targets, intersected by Ellen’s elusive unfolding of her family’s secrets.

Once Upon a Town by Bob Greene (2002)
This journalistic account of North Platt, Nebraska’s citizenry, who found a unique way to express their patriotism: by giving the troops a final home-cooked meal before they headed off to war. The meals led to much more – lasting friendships, love, and a solidarity among the citizens of the city.

When the Elephants Dance by Tess Uriza Holthe (2002)
Taking its title from a traditional adage: “When the elephants dance, the chickens must be careful,” this novel focuses on the Filipino people, caught in the Japanese and American crossfire, in the war’s waning days. A hiding family spends its time telling tales of magic, ghosts, and legends, affirming their Filipino identity. Outside, we see the war through the eyes of a teenage boy, his older sister, and a partisan fleeing the Japanese.
