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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			
[INSERT DATE]	

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
[Insert your information here:  
Local Project Director, Title 
Organization
Phone Number and Email]


Presentation Examines Marriage in 20th Century America

[Community Name] – [Organization Name] in [Community Name] will host “Love, Marriage, and Citizenship in Early 20th Century America,” a presentation and discussion by Kathryn Vaggalis on [Date] at [Time] at [Location and Address of Presentation].  Members of the community are invited to attend the free program. Contact the [Host Organization Name] at [Phone Number] for more information. The program is made possible by Humanities Kansas.

[List any details about local event here]

When exactly did the expectations about love and marriage become cemented in American society? The path to marriage wasn’t always romantic dinners, over-the-top proposals, and destination weddings. A great cultural shake-up occurred in the early 20th century when arranged marriages to immigrant “picture brides” became popular. While arranged marriage in America was not uncommon, the conversations that resulted from this practice revealed a societal fascination with love, romance, and race that informed ideas of democratic marriage. 

Kathryn Vaggalis has a PhD in American Studies at the University of Kansas. Her work focuses on U.S. immigration history, race, gender, and sexuality.

“Love, Marriage, and Citizenship in Early 20th Century America” is part of Humanities Kansas's Speakers Bureau and “21st Century Civics,” a collection of resources that invite Kansans to participate in community discussions and learn more about the history of American democracy and the shared responsibilities of citizenship. “21st Century Civics” is made possible with support from “A More Perfect Union: America at 250,” an initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities.



-MORE-


Page 2 – Presentation Examines Marriage in 20th Century America

For more information about “Love, Marriage, and Citizenship in Early 20th Century America” in [Community] contact the [Host Organization] at [Phone Number] or visit [Website].

About Humanities Kansas 
Humanities Kansas is an independent nonprofit leading a movement of ideas to empower the people of Kansas to strengthen their communities and our democracy. Since 1972, our pioneering programming, grants, and partnerships have documented and shared stories to spark conversations and generate insights. Together with our partners and supporters, we inspire all Kansans to draw on history, literature, ethics, and culture to enrich their lives and serve the communities and state we all proudly call home. Visit humanitieskansas.org. 
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