“GROWING UP” TALK Series
Book Descriptions

My Last Days as Roy Rogers  by Pat Cunningham Devoto (1999)

Devoto’s novel recalls life in small-town, 1950s Alabama where Tabitha’s favorite cowboy is Roy Rogers and her best friend Maudie May’s is Gene Autry.  As their friendship develops and challenges social conventions, Tabitha understands the racial and class  dynamics of her hometown, and the limits of her own possibilities as the white-hatted hero who can come to the rescue.
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time  by Mark Haddon (2003)
Finding a dead dog, any child might begin an investigation to find the murderer.  However, Christopher Boone, a boy with autism, must not only carry out an investigation, but he must find a way to operate in the often-terrifying world, thereby bringing us into the world of the high-functioning autistic child.
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini (2003)
Amir recalls his childhood in Afghanistan, prior to the Soviet invasion and the rise of the Taliban.  His memories focus on his relation with Hassan, his loyal servant and best friend, whom Amir betrayed.  Returning to Afghanistan to rescue Hassan’s son from the clutches of the Taliban, Amir comes to terms with his past.. 
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd (2002) 
Fleeing from the law, fourteen-year-old Lily and her black nanny, Rosaleen, head to South Carolina, where they find refuge in a pink house of African-American sisters who cultivate bees and a cult of the Black Madonna.  Lily comes to terms with her own past and struggles toward autonomy.
