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After the Fact

Some events in our lives are so pivotal that once they occur everything changes. The Great Depression, World War II, and 9/11 represent large-scale societal events while marriage, job loss, and major illness serve as more intimate examples. This series is about the changes that happen during and after major traumas. The books in this series take on the topics of war, illness, and murder. Each author depicts the transformation wrought on the main characters due to a variety of stressors. How does each character handle change?


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien (1990)
Written nearly 30 years ago about his experiences in the Vietnam War, O’Brien’s book still resonates with readers young and old alike. Some critics even refer to this prize-winning work that defies genres as the best book ever written about war. As O’Brien states, “stories are for joining the past and the present,” and that is exactly what this book does. The work served as a catharsis for the author and his memories of Vietnam. He begins the work with the literal weight of the objects in the soldiers’ packs—steel helmets 5 pounds, letters 4 ounces, .45 caliber pistol 2.9 pounds, etc. Interviewed for the book’s twentieth anniversary in 2010, O’Brien remembered, “I carry the memories of the ghosts of a place called Vietnam, the people of Vietnam, my fellow soldiers. . .I carry the weight of responsibility and a sense of abiding guilt.”

Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel (2014)
This fascinating work covers the lives of its characters after a flu pandemic decimates 99% of the world’s population. Set twenty years after the fact where small groups of people live in abandoned gas stations (the fossil fuel economy no longer exists) and abandoned fast food chain shops such as Wendy’s, we meet Kirsten, an actress with the travelling symphony that tours the upper peninsula of Michigan performing Shakespeare (because audiences prefer it to more modern plays). She was eight when the flu hit and can’t remember year 1 (time is now demarcated by the outbreak). The novel examines a post-apocalyptic world consisting of “ferals,” starvation, and loneliness through themes of nostalgia, memory, and art. Mandel weaves together this cast of characters with an air of mystery and suspense that propels the reader forward wanting to learn more.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (2017)
This young adult novel revolves around the aftermath of the murder of a young black teenager by a police officer during a traffic stop. The story is told through the eyes of Starr, the sole witness to the murder. Prior to the shooting Starr lived in two worlds kept strictly separate—that of her majority white private school and that of her majority Black neighborhood. The book explores how the boundary between these two worlds crumbles. As the Los Angeles Review of Books notes, this is a “powerful novel that strikes to the heart of contemporary race relations in the United States.” It unflinchingly portrays the struggles of growing up Black in the US.

