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Army of Amazons: Women’s Fight for 
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Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

In December 1921, thousands of women in southeast Kansas rose up to 
fight injustice in the area coalfields. These women were immigrants from 
Eastern European nations as well as Kansas born. After a months-long strike 
by the coalminers, the women joined the cause. In the short term, their 
efforts crippled mine production for nearly a month; in the longer term, 
their continued activism impacted future statewide elections and national 
legislation. This talk will share the stories of these women, christened the 
“Amazon Army” by the New York Times, and their fight for democracy and 
labor rights in Kansas’s coalfields. Presented by Linda O’Nelio Knoll. 

Linda is an educator and historian in Pittsburg. 

Linda Knoll	
lindaoknoll@swbell.net	
(620) 231-0499	
Pittsburg

We’ve all heard that newscasters are trained to speak with a Midwest accent—
the so-called “accent from nowhere.” In fact, language reflects people, history, 
and community. It is intimately tied to our immigrant past, a foundation that, 
surprisingly, is always changing. This talk will examine the ways language has 
changed in Kansas over the past hundred years through the examination of 
archival and contemporary oral history. Presented by Mary Kohn.

Mary is an associate professor of English and the director of the Chapman 
Center for Rural Studies at Kansas State University.

Mary Kohn	
maryekohn@gmail.com	
(828) 337-4003	
Manhattan

You Say Tomato, I Say Tomahto: 
Evolution of Language In Kansas

Presentation can be 
conducted in person or 

online.

Presentation available in 
English and Spanish.  
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Murals seem to be nearly everywhere in Kansas towns both big and small. 
However, it’s not a new tradition! From the iconic John Steuart Curry murals 
in the state’s capitol to the frescoes of Jean Charlot in Atchison, and the 
many murals by artists commissioned as part of the New Deal, murals have 
long graced our public spaces. This talk will explore the artists, meanings, and 
impetus behind the state’s rich collection of public murals, and how they reflect 
an image of who we are as Kansans. Presented by Dave Loewenstein. 

Dave is an artist based in Lawrence.

Dave Loewenstein		
dloewenstein@hotmail.com	
(785) 550-8531
Lawrence

If These Walls Could Talk

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

As conflicts between states increased during the Civil War, both the Union 
and the Confederacy tried to use the Osage to achieve their own aims. 
Initially divided over how their people should respond in the face of escalating 
struggles, the Osage eventually emerged as important allies of the Union 
forces, thwarting an 1863 Confederate expedition tasked with reviving Southern 
resistance in Colorado and New Mexico territories. This presentation explores 
the Osage contributions to the Union cause in Kansas during the Civil War. 
Presented by Isaias McCaffery.

Isaias J. McCaffery is professor of history at Independence Community College.

Isaias McCaffery		
imccaffery@indycc.edu	
(620) 714-0037	
Independence

Last Stand at Rebel Creek: The Osage 
as Union Allies In Civil War Kansas

Presentation can be 
conducted in person only.
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Japanese women fled the devastation of a war-torn Japan after World War 
II to find challenges in a strange, new world. After marrying US military men 
and moving to the United States, these young women often faced challenges 
and hardship while others found opportunity and success. How did they adjust 
to a Western world and a military culture? How did they maintain connection 
to their homes and families back in Japan? This talk will share the voices of 
Japanese women who triumphed amidst great struggle to find community, 
connection, and cultural identity in the place they viewed as the last destination 
of their lives— the Kansas prairie. Presented by Ayako Mizumura.

Ayako is the academic director of the University of Kansas’s Center for East 
Asian Studies, a role she’s held since 2013. 

Ayako Mizumura	
mizu@ku.edu	
(785) 979-0070	
Lawrence

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Voices of Japanese “War Brides” in 
Postwar Kansas

In the 1960s, people with disabilities and their allies fought to ensure full 
citizenship and civil rights to a population often overlooked or approached 
with pity. Efforts to seek equal rights and protections under the law occurred at 
the federal, regional, and local levels, including an important case in Lawrence. 
This talk celebrates the contributions of those who worked to realize critical 
legislation in this movement for social justice and explores those who made it 
happen. Presented by Ray Mizumura-Pence.

Ray is a professor of American studies at the University of Kansas.

Ray Mizumura-Pence	
8rp14ence@gmail.com	
(785) 304-2966	
Lawrence

The Disability Rights Movement

Presentation can be 
conducted in person or 

online.
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Few industries dominated the economy of the nation in the 19th century more 
than the railroad. Railroads brought immigrant settlers, created jobs, and fed 
beef markets in the East. They enabled regular mail service and the adoption 
of standard time. Most Kansas towns were founded because of the railroad, 
and few survived without it. Yet the advancement of the railroad industry came 
at a significant cost to the Plains Indians who were forcibly displaced by this 
westward expansion. This presentation examines the complicated legacy of 
railroads and the impact on native peoples who called Kansas home. Presented 
by Leo Oliva. 
 
Leo is a historian with a research focus on 19th-century Kansas. 

Leo E. Oliva 
oliva@ruraltel.net
(785)425-7312
Woodston

Railroaded: The Industry That Shaped 
Kansas 

Presentation can be 
conducted in person or 

online.

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

What a Ride! Rural Community- 
Owned Carnivals

Across Kansas, late summer brings county fair season and all the fun that 
goes along with it. But what happens when the carnival stops coming? These 
community connectors have largely gone by the wayside due to economic 
challenges, but some counties have united to host community-owned carnivals. 
This talk will delve into the history of the carnival in Kansas, and the recent 
herculean efforts by small, rural communities to keep this tradition alive and 
thriving. Presented by Erika Nelson.
 
Erika is an independent artist and educator, scouring nooks and crannies across 
the United States in search of the odd and unusual.

Erika Nelson	
worldslargestthings@gmail.com	
(785) 760-0826
Lucas
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World’s Fair Remnants in Kansas

Ice cream cones. Ferris wheels. Hot dogs. Cotton candy. All these iconic items 
were first introduced at world fairs held in America. The very first international 
exposition, known commonly as a world’s fair, launched in London in 1851 at the 
Crystal Palace. Since then, innovations in architecture, engineering, foods, and 
futuristic visions have debuted at fairs across the globe, including ones held in 
the United States. Oftentimes lasting legacies remained, such as Seattle’s Space 
Needle, Forest Park in St. Louis, and the US Open site in New York. Surprisingly, 
Kansas, which has never hosted an international exhibition, is home to at 
least four striking legacies of significant world’s fairs. This talk will share the 
history and significance of international exhibitions worldwide and focus on 
the wonders held today in the towns of Lawrence, Lindsborg, and Wamego. 
Presented by Thomas Prasch.

Tom is a professor and chair of the History department at Washburn University.

Tom Prasch	
tom.prasch@washburn.edu
(785) 357-0928
Topeka

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

Federal and State polities in the early 20th century restricted financial resources 
to African Americans for housing. Known as redlining, it was followed by 
another historically discriminatory practice twenty years later—urban renewal. 
These two programs segregated and changed communities across the nation. 
This presentation will explore its history and the lingering impact on today’s 
communities. Presented by Donna Rae Pearson.

Donna Rae is the local historian librarian at the Topeka & Shawnee County 
Public Library. 

Donna Rae Pearson
donnarae64@gmail.com
Topeka

Mapping Inequality 
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A New Generation of Veterans:  
Stories From Iraq and Afghanistan

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan gave rise to a new generation of veterans. 
They challenged society’s traditional notions of military services and raised 
questions about the role of the US in global conflicts. Soldiers from Kansas 
were some of the first deployed to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan. They returned 
again and again, yet their stories remain largely untold. Modern communication 
platforms connected these veterans to family and friends instantaneously but 
left little written record for future generations. This talk reviews key events 
of America’s longest war to date and discusses methods to collect and share 
these stories from American veterans. Presented by Murl Riedel.

Kansas has 105 county courthouses and hundreds of city halls, plus a few 
more state capitals than you might expect. The manifestation of the greatest 
ideals occurs in these buildings, where the work of the people’s democracy 
is in action. The designs of these buildings tell us about the evolution of local 
government in the state. Larger societal issues, such as the Free State and 
the Civil Rights movements, can also be examined through the architecture of 
place. Some resemble Greek and Roman temples of democratic ideals while 
others convey the Victorian notions of civility. Still others are nondescript 
storefronts. Regardless of scale and beauty, these buildings represent symbols 
of our shared values and convey much about our communities. Presented by 
Murl Riedel.

Murl is a former curator at the Kansas Museum of History and a retired major 
from the Kansas Army National Guard.

Murl Riedel	
murl.riedel@gmail.com	
(785) 207-0503	
Topeka

Presentations can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Architecture of the People’s Houses

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.
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Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

African American musicians from 1860-1920 are often part of an under-told 
story in Kansas history from 1860-1920. Not defined as traditionally Black 
music, these musicians played in mandolin quartets, cornet bands, orchestras, 
and string bands. They performed as itinerant musicians and jubilee singers 
at civic events, weddings, fairs, barn dances, and private homes. They were 
an important feature of the musical landscape of Kansas, and their history 
mirrors the history of Kansas itself: the struggle of abolition, the Civil War, and 
Western migration. This talk explores the dynamic musical history of African 
Americans, and the social and cultural impacts in Kansas. Presented by Lem 
Sheppard, who will also perform musical samples.

Lem is an internationally known guitarist and vocalist.

Lem Sheppard	
lemshep@yahoo.com	
(620) 875-9131	
Pittsburg

African American Musicians in  
Kansas 1860-1920 

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

We all love discovering a fantastic tale of our family’s past—whether it be 
the distant relative who journeyed on the Mayflower or the grandmother 
riveted airplanes at a World War II factory. But how do we share these stories 
in engaging ways? This workshop provides the tools to enrich genealogical 
research with story and memory so that readers will feel what it was like to be 
in that moment. Exercises include developing characters, describing places and 
events of importance, and finding the heart of a story with the goal of creating 
an irresistible read. Presented by Kim Stanley.

Kim is a professor of English and chair of the Department of Modern Languages 
at McPherson College.

Kim Stanley	
stanleyk@mcpherson.edu	
(620) 755-1080
McPherson

A Creative Guide to Writing 
Your Family’s Stories
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Researching a property, be it an old home, a new business, or a section of 
pastureland, can do more than tell us the history of a space. It can also build a 
human connection to the people who came before us and the times in which 
they lived. This talk, which can be customized to highlight a local resources, 
shares creative ways to study documents and assemble relevant narratives from 
maps, deeds, newspapers, and often unsought or unknown resources. This is 
ideal for those new to seeking out family and community stories, and helpful for 
those stymied by a dead end. Presented by Diana Staresinic-Deane*.
	
Diana is the executive director of Franklin County Historical Society and Old 
Depot Museum in Ottawa.

Diana Staresinic-Deane (Pronounced “STAH-reh-SIN-ik-DEEN”)	
dianastaresinicdeane@gmail.com	
(785) 248-4815
Ottawa 

Researching Your Home and the 
People Who Lived There

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Married to Adventure: Osa and Martin 
Johnson’s Films

Pioneers in the early history of documentary filmmaking, Kansans Osa and 
Martin Johnson traveled the world filming people and wildlife in early 20th 
century. Their prolific career took them from the South Seas to Africa, and they 
shared their adventures across the nation in films, books, and presentations. 
While considered groundbreaking in their day, nowadays their work can be 
viewed as exploitative. This presentation will delve into their successes in 
early filmmaking and revisit their vision for their work against today’s differing 
standards. Presented by Mary Ann Thompson.

Mary Ann is the retired Kansas Room librarian at the Hays Public Library and an 
instructor at Fort Hays State University. 

Mary Ann Thompson	
maryannthompson459@gmail.com
(785) 628-6399	
Hays
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The late political activist and U.S. congressman John Lewis coined the phrase 
“good trouble” to describe his civil disobedience in the 1960s. Others, who 
did not share his vision, considered his actions as merely “disturbing the 
peace.”  Notwithstanding these conflicting perspectives, Lewis raises an 
interesting question.  What role have the humanities played in times of crisis, 
contentiousness, and incredible disagreement? This talk will seek to answer  
this question by looking at selected works, such as Abraham Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation, Booker T. Washington’s Atlanta Exposition 
speech, Martin Luther King Jr.’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” Barack Obama’s 
consolation speeches to victims of gun violence at Sandy Hook and Charleston, 
and how they frame today’s perspectives and debates about racism. Presented 
by John Edgar Tidwell.

Edgar is professor emeritus of English at the University of Kansas.

John Edgar Tidwell
tidwelje@ku.edu
(785)331-4201
Lawrence

Good Trouble

Presentation can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

Millions of African Americans walked away from the South after Emancipation 
looking for freedom. For some it meant a journey to Kansas, believing “free 
state” meant free of racial discrimination. Discover how many realized that for 
Black people in Kansas “free” did not necessarily mean “welcome.” Presented 
by Dr. Carmaletta Williams. 
 
Carmaletta is a former professor of English and African American studies at 
Johnson County Community College. She is currently the executive director of 
the Black Archives of Mid-America in Kansas City. 

Carmaletta Williams
drcarma5@gmail.com
Grandview, MO
 

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Free Did Not Mean Welcome 
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How can businesses succeed in small town Kansas? The answers can be found
in what we have termed “ruralpreneurs” – innovative entrepreneurs who have
built successful enterprises in small town Kansas, and strengthened their
communities as a result. This presentation highlights real-world examples of
Kansas entrepreneurs who have built businesses and created jobs and
opportunities in a rural setting. These include innovative businesses in
Marysville, Garden City, Downs, Neodesha, and more. The presentation also
honors the emerging role of diversity, technology, and telecommunications
that have brought about so many changes in society. It also reflects the
importance of a spirit of service and community. This fascinating, inspiring, fun,
and informative presentation highlights rural Kansans and builds pride in our
state. 
 
Ron Wilson is the director of the Huck Boyd National Institute for Rural
Development at Kansas State University in Manhattan. 

Ron Wilson
rwilson@ksu.edu
Manhattan

Presentation can be 
conducted in person 

or online.

Ruralpreneurs: Tumbleweeds and
Talents in Kansas Communities



Ever wonder about your city and county government?  This presentation will 
explore how Kansas counties are different from cities, what each does, and 
how they are financed. Attendees will learn about the history of these local 
governments and reflect on their own city and county. This presentation will 
cover issues like budgets, taxation, planning, zoning, economic development, 
and public health. Come hear about the often-unknown inner workings of the 
most impactful government in daily life…local city and county governments. 
Presented by Hannes Zacharias.

 

The Arkansas River pierces the heart of America, stretching 1,469 miles from 
the Tennessee Pass in Colorado to the Mississippi River at the eastern edge of 
Arkansas. As the nation’s sixth-longest river (45th longest in the world), it is 
both the economic engine and burden to millions of people and scores of cities 
bordering its banks. From raging rapids to diversion dams for irrigation ditches, 
to dry streambeds, and finally barge traffic, this presentation will examine 
the impact this wild, elusive, and embattled river has had on cities, towns and 
adjacent farmland, starting with the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 through to the 
present day. Presented by Hannes Zacharias. 

Hannes Zacharias is the Robert A. Kipp, professor of practice in public 
administration at the University of Kansas.

Hannes Zacharias	
hzacharias4@gmail.com	
(913) 709-8153
Lenexa

City and County Governments in 
Kansas: What Do They Do and How 
are They Financed?

Presentations can be
 conducted in person 

or online.

Rediscovering the Arkansas River 
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