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The Humanities Kansas Speakers Bureau
catalog features presentations and
workshops designed to share stories that
inspire, spark conversations that inform,
and generate insights that strengthen civic
engagement.
At Humanities Kansas, we believe that
stories carry our culture and ideas change
the world. Since 1972, we have worked
together with our partners and supporters
to inspire all Kansans to draw on our diverse
histories, literature, and culture to enrich
their lives and to serve the communities and
state we call home.
Visit humanitieskansas.org.

Stories carry our
culture and ideas
change the world.
S P E A K E R S B U R E AU
The presentations in this edition are available
through December 2021, or as funding allows.

Kansas nonprofit organizations are
invited to apply for Speakers Bureau
programs.
B O O K I N G A PR O G R A M
How to bring a Humanities Kansas speaker to
your community
• Review the catalog and select a speaker
and topic.
• Contact the speaker and confirm time,
date, and location.
• Apply online at humanitieskansas.org for
HK program funds to bring the speaker to
your community.
• Publicize your event. Download a press
release, speaker bio, photo, and HK logo
poster.
• Tell us how it went. After the event,
download and fill out a Speakers Bureau
evaluation and cost-share form and email
them to abigail@humanitieskansas.org.
• Select presentations can be conducted in
person or online!
CO N TAC T
Abigail Kaup
785/357-0359 or abigail@humanitieskansas.org
The opinions expressed by the speakers do not
necessarily reflect those of Humanities Kansas.

Holes on the Range: The History of Kansas Golf
While the origins of the game are centuries old, the first golf courses
popped up on the prairies just over a century ago. Since that time, the game
has taken root in the Sunflower State. In an era when lifelong sports in rural
areas are falling by the wayside, golf has survived. A player rarely needs to
travel farther than thirty miles to find a golf course. This topic explores all
aspects of golf in Kansas: xfrom our humble beginnings with holes made of
tomato soup cans, to our world-class courses and players, to the architects
of golden age design who molded the prairies, to spotlighting some of the
local places we play. Discover how golf, like other sports, can help create a
thriving community. Presented by Jordan Poland.*
*The talk ends with a short golf “lesson.” And, Jordan has golf clubs if
anyone is interested in a match before or after the presentation.
Jordan Poland is the President/CEO of the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame.
Jordan Poland
jpoland@kshof.org
Wichita

Dirt, Grit, and Jell-O Salad — How We Survived the Great Depression
Generations after the Great Depression, Kansans still define
themselves and rural communities largely in the same
terms their grandparents and great-grandparents once
used — “hard-working, close-knit, loyal and faithful.” But
the dynamics have changed. Fewer Kansans are growing
up on farms. More than 70 percent of people in Kansas now
identify themselves as living in urban communities. Today,
rural Kansans face new challenges—aging communities
and fewer services. This presentation examines historical
aspects of Kansas during the 1930s to better understand our rural communities
today. Discover what communities did to survive and thrive in times of hardships,
what it means to be rural, and how that’s changed over time. Are we still full of
the dirt, grit, and Jell-O salad that defined our ancestors? Presented by Beccy
Tanner.

Literature Across Kansas
This presentation examines some of the writers who have shaped how we feel
about Kansas and how others see us. From Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on
the Prairie and L. Frank Baum’s Wizard of Oz to Langston Hughes poetry and
Truman Capote’s portrayal of Kansas in his book In Cold Blood, we’ll look at the
descriptions of Kansas — its culture and its residents —and see if, as people of
Kansas, we agree with how we have been portrayed throughout the literary world.
Presented by Beccy Tanner.
Beccy Tanner currently teaches Kansas history classes at Wichita State University
and works as a freelance writer.
Beccy Tanner
beccytanner504@gmail.com
St. John
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Kansas’ Local Architecture: History, Place, and Identity
When the Ness City Bank was built in 1890, it was called the
Skyscraper of the Plains because it was the tallest building
between Topeka and Denver. Still a remarkable structure today, it
reflects the optimism of the time when citizens looked forward to
a bright future and a growing city. Corner banks as well as opera
houses, gas stations, courthouses, and other forms of public
and commercial architecture are found in rural towns across
Kansas. While some structures have changed, many remain
vital. Collectively these buildings contribute to past and present
identity. Individually, they reflect continuity, resilience, and place.
In this presentation, discover stories of Kansas’ everyday built
environment and consider what happens to these structures over time. Presented by
Liz Kowalchuk.
Liz Kowalchuk is an Associate Professor of Museum Studies Program and the Visual
Art Department at the University of Kansas.
Liz Kowalchuk
kowalchu@ku.edu
785-865-6561
Lawrence

Spectacular Failures: Changing the Way You Think About
Failure Can Breathe New Life into Creative Endeavors
We often hear about the road to success, but what about the paths that
veer into the void — the epic failures? This facilitated discussion examines
true stories of failure and adversity and discusses the unexpected lessons
learned. Members are encouraged to share their own stories of “Spectacular
Failures.” Through this shared exploration of the embarrassing, each
participant will see that success isn’t a guarantee, but a journey with
twists, false starts, and the permission to start over with a clean slate. From
Buckminster Fuller’s original experiments with dome architecture (failed!)
to the story of an eccentric visionary artist’s dream to build and fly a giant
hot air balloon (failed!), this discussion provides skill-building and training to
help individuals thrive in rural communities and inspires action for growing
support for rural arts and culture. Presented by Erika Nelson.
Erika Nelson is an independent artist and educator exploring contemporary art forms
in the public realm.
Erika Nelson
worldslargestthings@gmail.com
785-760-0826
Lucas
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Sunflower Music
Poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow famously described music
as being “the universal language of mankind.” Music transcends
race, gender, class, and geography and throughout history
humans have used music to communicate stories, express
emotions, and connect us to one another and moments in time
and place. Music provides a lifeline when we’re at a crossroads,
reminds us of days gone by, and can provide welcomed
motivation when it’s time to make a change. What is it like to be
a musician from Kansas and what does their music tell us? From
Martina McBride and Melissa Etheridge to Charlie Parker and Janelle Monáe, this presentation
highlights numerous artists and musicians from the Sunflower State and takes a deeper look
into how the power of place informs and inspires us musically. Presented by Cash Hollistah.
Cash Hollistah is a Rapper, Arts Educator, and is on the Board of Directors of the Kansas
Music Hall of Fame.
Cash Hollistah
cashhollistah@gmail.com
785-577-5618
Salina

Games I Play with My Father: Building Connections Through Board
Games
Playing board games is entertaining, but the benefits
of playing games extend beyond the realm of
entertainment. Board games have the power to bring
people together, foster cooperative and competitive play,
increase brain function, and connect us with our past.
can
players
to history
anddesigner
how playboard
bringsgames
This connect
presentation
focuses
on how
communities together across varying backgrounds
and generations. Attendees will learn about games
that focus on rural life, promote critical thinking and
communication, and build community. Presented by
Daniel Ireton.
Daniel Ireton is an Associate Professor and Academic Services Librarian at Kansas State
University.
Daniel Ireton
dli6873@ksu.edu
785-477-5269
Manhattan
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Water, Energy, and Rural Kansas: How They’re
Connected, What the Future May Hold
For decades, many rural counties in Kansas have experienced population
decline. This is due in part to more efficient agricultural and industrial
practices. This presentation explores the complex relationship between
natural resources, renewable energy sources, public land access, and
population trends in both rural and urban areas. Economic impact and
viability are important considerations when planning for the long-term future
of Kansas, but this presentation encourages us to consider the value of our
natural surroundings in securing the best future for generations to come.
Presented by Rex Buchanan.
Rex Buchanan is Director Emeritus of the Kansas Geological Survey.
Rex Buchanan
rex@kgs.ku.edu
785-691-8667
Lawrence

“I would like to express my views . . .”: Kansans Write to
Congress, 1960-1968
What concerns were on the minds of the people of Kansas at the
midpoint of the 20th century? What challenges and opportunities
did rural Kansans face and how did they see their future? Drawing
from historical documents from the archive of Kansas Senator
Robert Dole, this presentation explores the concerns and views of
everyday people in Kansas during the influential decade of the
1960s, a period of change for many Kansas communities. Like many
of us do with members of Congress today, Kansans 50 years ago
reached out to Senator Dole to share their opinions, and their
stories may sound familiar. Find out what was on their minds as we
use letters, oral histories, and photographs to learn more about the
past’s view of the present. Presented by Audrey Coleman.
Audrey is the Associate Director of the Robert J. Dole Institute of
Politics and Director of Museum and Archives.
Audrey Coleman
amcoleman@ku.edu
785-864-4900
Lawrence
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Children of the Promised Land
Nicodemus, a small, unincorporated town in Graham County,
is the only remaining western town established by African
Americans during the Reconstruction Period following the
Civil War. Today the town is a National Historic Site. This
pictorial history explores the unique experience of mothers
and their children in Nicodemus, some of whom were the
first members of their families born free. This discussion will
explore the dynamics of child-rearing during and after
slavery, stories of children conceived in slavery but born free,
and the contrast of life and decisions based on the simple
concept of 'choice,' which freedom afforded. Presented by Angela Bates.
Angela is the executive director and past president of the Nicodemus Historical Society.
Angela Bates
785-839-8200
angela@ruraltel.net

Strangers in Town—Film Discussion*
Strangers in Town tells the story of how global migration
transformed and enriched Garden City, Kansas. Amidst the
increased demands for housing, social services, education, and
infrastructure, current students at Garden City High School are
flourishing. This film explores their stories, gives meaning to the
city’s motto “The World Grows Here,” and provides an inspiring
view of human possibility in the face of change that resonates in
all communities. After the screening of the 30-minute film, take
part in a timely discussion that promotes understanding and
uncovers our shared humanity. Presented by Debra Bolton or
Amy Longa.
*Projector and internet access are needed for this program.
Amy Longa
atimamy75@gmail.com
Wichita
Amy Longa is the Program and Resource Development Manager
at International Rescue Committee in Wichita.
Debra Bolton
dbolton@ksu.edu
Manhattan
Debra Bolton is Director of Intercultural Learning and Academic Success and faculty
member in the Department of Geography and Geospatial Sciences at Kansas State
University.
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I R R I G AT I O N IN KA N S A S *
Irrigation has made Kansas an agricultural powerhouse, but it has also
opened the floodgates for unintended consequences such as lawsuits,
soil salinity, water scarcity, and continually larger, more ambitious
irrigation plans. From ditches in Garden City, to center-pivot units
across the state, to new plans to divert Missouri River water to
Goodland, this presentation will encourage Kansans to consider how
the past can inform present-day discussions of water usage in the
state. Presented by Jay Antle.
F R O M F O R T L A R A M I E T O S TA N D I N G R O C K : T H E D A K O TA
A C C E S S PI P E L I N E CO N T R O V E R S Y *
For most Americans, the debate over the Dakota Access Pipeline
comes down to images of protesters facing off against militarized
police, or perhaps Facebook memes supporting one side or the other.
This talk will take a step back from more recent contested events to
trace the historical origins of divergent ideas about land use, Federal
Indian Law, energy development, tribal self-determination, and
national politics that set the stage for these events. This talk will use
a number of maps and legal documents to provide context for the
audience that will encourage thoughtful discussion of these issues.
Presented by Jay Antle.
Jay teaches history and serves as executive director of the Center for
Sustainability at Johnson County Community College.
Jay Antle
jantle@jccc.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
T H E DO C K U M DR U G S T O R E SI T - I N *
In July 1958, Black students gathered at downtown Wichita’s Dockum
Drugstore to stage a peaceful protest against the unequal practice of
segregation. Tired of being denied access to the city’s movie theaters
and restaurants, students took action and turned their attention
to the lunch counter at the popular drugstore. What happened during
the three-week sit-in? What caused it to end? And why was its
importance recognized by so few at the time? This presentation
discusses the details of the sit-in, explores how these protests helped
transform the struggle for racial equality in America, and considers
contemporary non-violent protests.
Presented by Prisca Barnes.
Prisca is the founder of Storytime
Village, a nonprofit that promotes
reading among low-income children.
Prisca Barnes
316/350-4511
priscabarnes@storytimevillage.org
*Presentation can be conducted
in person or online.
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C H I L D R E N OF TH E PR O M I S E D LA N D *
Nicodemus, a small, unincorporated town in Graham County, is the
only remaining western town established by African Americans
during the Reconstruction Period following the Civil War. Today the
town is a National Historic Site. This pictorial history explores the
unique experience of mothers and their children in Nicodemus, some
of whom were the first members of their families born free. This
discussion will explore the dynamics of child-rearing during and after
slavery, stories of children conceived in slavery but born free, and
how baby names were changed or used to reflect attitudes about
free-born children. Presented by Angela Bates.
Angela is the executive director and past president of the Nicodemus
Historical Society.
Angela Bates
785/839-8200
angela@ruraltel.net
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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P O L I T I C S ON TH E PL A T F O R M : WO M A N SU F F R A G E AT
T H E CH A U T A U Q U A *
Chautauqua was a movement that focused on moral education and
self-improvement through programs on reform, religion, and
culture. The movement was useful for advancing the cause of
“womanhood" and provided a space for women to discuss
important issues of the day. By the 1890s, women had succeeded in
making it a space that promoted woman suffrage. The Ottawa
Chautauqua was one of these significant spaces that supported
discussions of women's rights. This presentation will examine how
women used the Chautauqua platform to engage in political
activism, particularly suffrage and temperance, and how this early
movement laid the groundwork for contemporary issues of
feminism and gender equality. Presented by Sarah Bell.
Sarah holds a Ph.D. from the University of Kansas in history and is
Development Officer at the Watkins Museum of History in
Lawrence.
Sarah Bell
636/399-7814
sarahkaybell@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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P E T R O G L Y P H S OF TH E KA N S A S SM O K Y HI L L S *
Too often Kansas history seems to start with the Coronado's trip
through the state in 1541. For centuries before European arrival,
Native people lived on the plains, and some left behind rock carvings
on soft sandstone in the middle of the state. Based on the book
Petroglyphs of the Kansas Smoky Hills (University Press of Kansas,
2019), this presentation focuses on these carvings, the people who
made them, and what the carvings tell us about those people and
their relationship to the land. The presentation also discusses the
challenges of dating and interpreting these carvings, the threats
posed by erosion and vandalism, and the role of landowners whose
property shelters these carvings. Powerpoint. Presented by Rex
Buchanan.
Rex is the former director of the Kansas Geological Survey and the
author of books about Kansas geology and water.
Rex Buchanan
785/691-8667
rex@kgs.ku.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

W I L L I A M AL L E N WH I T E AN D TH E KK K IN K A N S A S :
“A RE A L AM E R I C A N GO E S HU N T I N G ” *
Many remembered the tumultuous 1924 Kansas Gubernatorial
campaign as the time William Allen White chased the Ku Klux Klan
out of Kansas. As the editor of the Emporia Gazette, White was
acutely aware of the growing presence of the KKK in Kansas
following World War I. Seeing no candidates free of Klan influence,
White declared, “I want to be governor to free Kansas from the
disgrace of the Ku Klux Klan.” This presentation follows the raucous
two-month campaign that had White traveling over 2,700 miles to
deliver 104 speeches, all directed at expelling the KKK.
Though he did not win, White’s efforts
led to a Kansas Supreme Court ruling that
outlawed the Klan in Kansas. Powerpoint.
Presented by Beverley Olson Buller.

Beverley is an author, educator, and chair
of the William Allen White Children’s Book
Awards selection committee in Emporia.
Beverley Olson Buller
316/284-2762
beverley@beverleybooks.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person
or online.
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F O U R HO R S E M E N AN D A S A G E *
Fighting the rising tide of nativist sentiment in the early 20th century,
a few Kansas leaders took a stand. In 1938, a rabbi, two priests, and a
minister drove across Kansas to challenge a senatorial candidate who
supported anti-Semitic and Nazi beliefs. The group was dubbed “The
Four Horsemen of Tolerance,” and they traveled from town to town
explaining, “that this kind of hate had no place in America.” A decade
earlier, William Allen White, nicknamed the Sage of Emporia for his role
as editor of the Emporia Gazette, held a similar concern with the
growth of the Ku Klux Klan and launched a bid to become Governor to
end its influence. This presentation explores the stories of Kansans who
worked to stop forces of intolerance in our state. Presented by John
Burchill.
John is an author and criminal justice historian who teaches at Kansas
Wesleyan University.
John K. Burchill
785/833-4361
jkburchill@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

T H E HA R V E Y GI R L S
The Harvey House chain of restaurants got its start in Topeka, Kansas,
when Fred Harvey opened a café geared toward those traveling on the
Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway. Preferring the term “Harvey
Girls” to waitresses, he recruited single women to work at the Harvey
Houses that gradually sprang up all the way to California and Texas.
Between the 1880s and the 1950s more than 100,000 women, many
of them Kansans, proudly wore the black and white uniform of the
internationally known Harvey Company. The presentation will explore
the adventures of these pioneering young women. Presented by
Michaeline Chance-Reay.
Mickey is an author and historian who teaches at Kansas State
University.
Michaeline Chance-Reay
785/776-6254
mreay@ksu.edu
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O U T OF TH E DA R K N E S S : RE C O R D S OF TH E VI E T N A M WA R *
Much of the Vietnam War story is yet to be told. Only now, as records
are located, declassified, and cataloged, does a more complete story
emerge. The United States had a presence in Vietnam as early as
the 1950s and remained there until the dramatic evacuation of the
American Embassy in 1975. The conflict’s effects shaped a generation.
This presentation features historic material from the archive of Kansas
Senator Robert Dole, who served in Congress from 1961 to 1996. His
collection documents the evolution of national policy, including his
interaction with women instrumental in POW / MIA recovery efforts, and
provides a window into American life during the tumultuous Vietnam
War era. Presented by Audrey Coleman.
Audrey is the senior archivist at the Dole Institute of Politics.
Audrey Coleman
785/864-4900
amcoleman@ku.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
I N TH E I R OW N WO R D S : TH E AN C I E N T EG Y P T I A N S *
For many, Egypt inspires thoughts of pyramids, tombs, and temples,
grandiose displays of elite power. Egyptian civilization may seem too
distant to relate to modern circumstances, but universal themes of love,
strife, worry, and death found in Egyptian writings show a world not
dissimilar from our own. How can I go on when my world has been
turned upside down? Should I leave ungrateful children out of my will?
What profession should I choose? These questions are as relevant today
as they were thousands of years ago. This presentation explores these
familiar struggles as documented in Egyptian literature, including love
songs, legal documents, and the first recorded labor strike. Powerpoint.
Presented by Stacy Davidson.
Stacy is an Egyptologist and teaches at Johnson County Community
College.
Stacy Davidson
sdavid22@jccc.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
S H A R I N G PAT T E R N S , SH A R I N G LI V E S : KA N S A S QU I L T S
In the early 20th century, Emporia was home to a group of innovative
quilters that included Rose Kretsinger, Charlotte Whitehill, and Hannah
Haynes Headlee. Today their quilts are housed in art museums and
internationally revered. Learn about Kansas quilts from this time period
and the unique collaborations that sparked “the Emporia, Kansas
phenomenon” and some of the finest quilts of the 20th century.
Presented by Deborah Divine.
Deborah is a researcher, instructor, planner, and quilting historian.
Deborah Divine
785/452-0166 (c)
785/823-3447 (h)
deborahdivine@cox.net
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T H E KA N S A S CI T Y MO N A R C H S IN YO U R HO M E T O W N *
Formed in 1920, the Kansas City Monarchs revolutionized baseball:
not only were they charter members of the Negro National League
and the first professional team to use outdoor lighting, the Monarchs
also sent more players to the major leagues than any other Negro
League franchise. This presentation explores the exciting early
barnstorming days of the Monarchs, highlights great players such as
Wilbur “Bullet” Rogan, Satchel Paige, and Jackie Robinson who wore
the uniform, and connects the spirit of the Monarchs to the many
Kansas communities in which they played. Where possible, specific
games and players from your community will be discussed. Presented
by Phil S. Dixon.
Phil is a baseball historian and author.
Phil S. Dixon
816/922-0680
philsdixon@aol.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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H E A D ‘E M UP & MO V E ‘E M OU T
The early days of ranching and trail driving required stamina and
determination. The drover of yesteryear had little choice but to face the
elements placed before him if he was to get his wild cattle to market. A
thousand miles on the trail brought him into contact with all that nature
could throw at him: lightning, flooded rivers, hail, tornadoes, and
stampeding cattle were constant challenges. Today’s massive beef
industry owes its beginnings to the men and women who were bold
enough to “head ‘em up and move ‘em out.” Explore this exciting story
of cowboys, cattle, and the steak on your plate. Presented by Jim Gray.
Jim is an author, speaker, promoter of cowboy heritage in Kansas, and
executive director of the National Drovers Hall of Fame.
Jim Gray
785/531-2058
kansascowboy@kans.com
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TA S T I N G TH E P A S T : EX P L O R I N G KA N S A S FO O D ME M O R I E S *
Food is a powerful expression of cultural memory. For years, ethnic
groups in Kansas have used food to maintain connections to the past.
When the Greek Orthodox congregation of Overland Park observes
communion a parishioner bakes prosfero, a special bread marked with
religious symbols. Communities near Lindsborg remember their homeland
with food celebrations that feature dishes common to Sweden, such as
pickled herring, codfish, and lingonberries. This presentation will explore
food traditions from a number of ethnic populations in Kansas, including
German, Czech, Italian, Jewish, and others. Presented by Louise Hanson.
Louise is a librarian in Lawrence and researcher with over 500 Kansas
cookbooks in her collection.
Louise Hanson
785/841-3026 (h)
785/727-8213 (c)
louisehanson0@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

F E E L YO U R OAT S (W I T H HE L P FR O M A GO AT )
When J.R. Brinkley arrived in Milford, Kansas, in 1917, with a suspect
medical diploma in hand and just $23 in his pocket, few would have
imagined the notoriety he would attain over the next 25 years in medicine,
politics, and broadcasting. It all began with the xenotransplantation
of goat testicles – a dubious cure for flagging male virility that quickly
engaged the popular imagination – and brought him fame, fortune, and
the wrath of the medical establishment. Eventually Doc Brinkley lost his
Kansas medical license in 1930 but that didn’t stop him from running
for Governor. In this presentation, we look at Brinkley’s life to see what
cautionary lessons we might learn that could prove helpful in today’s
world. Powerpoint. Presented by Jerry Harper.
Jerry is a semi-retired lawyer with an ongoing interest in Kansas’ more
colorful characters.
Jerry Harper
jharper900@gmail.com
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T H E KA N S A S WH I R L W I N D : PE T E R ME H R I N G E R AN D S P O R T S OF
T H E DE P R E S S I O N ER A *
The Great Depression of the 1930s impacted all aspects of society, including
sports. In Kansas, school athletics were increasingly limited and student
athletes had to be resourceful. Wrestler Pete Mehringer did just that. Born in
Jetmore, Mehringer was the son of German immigrants. With no wrestling
program in his community, Mehringer took correspondence courses and
practiced on his siblings. He was so good that the school hired him to be the
high school wrestling coach while he was still a wrestler for the school! This
presentation explores the incredible story of Mehringer and his rise to
Olympic fame. Presented by Laura Hartley.
Laura is a public historian and event coordinator for Newman University.
Laura Hartley
316/992-6266
leh71123@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

F R E S H PR O D U C E : KA N S A S ’ S OR C H A R D I S T S , MA R K E T
G R O W E R S , AN D TR U C K F A R M E R S *
This historical presentation highlights Kansas’s commercial specialty crops,
agriculture experimentation, horticultural “royalty” marketing, and the
evolving local foods movement. Learn about Kansas’s nationally-known
heritage apple; the crabapple king’s downfall; the successful grow-secrets of
freed slaves, entrepreneurs, and early suburbanites; the state’s connection to
exotic fruit introduction; the 1960s counterculture influence on today’s market
mainstays; future outlooks; and county-specific produce projection. Presented
by Cindy Higgins.
Cindy is a journalist and historian of Kansas industry.
Cindy Higgins
785/542-2606
cinhiggins@yahoo.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

GRIMM FOR GROWNUPS*
In the 19th century, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm - known as the Brothers Grimm traveled Europe collecting folktales, most of which were never intended for
children. Why did the Grimm brothers document odd stories, such as The Six
Swans, Maid Maleen, and Nixie in the Millpond? This talk explores the story of
the Brothers Grimm and their folktales, and discusses why collecting these
stories can be important for understanding a community’s values and fears.
Presented by Priscilla Howe.
Priscilla is a freelance storyteller and a 2015 Fulbright Senior Scholar.
Priscilla Howe
785/331-6181
priscilla@priscillahowe.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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K A N S A S LE G E N D S AN D FO L K TA L E S *
Grasshoppers so big that cowboys can ride them to herd cattle. Summers so hot
that corn pops in the field. Rancher Henry Mudge wrecking pianos, shooting
sheep, and fooling European dignitaries. Kansas is a place of big skies and tall
tales, but these exaggerated narratives help us understand the character of our
state and its people. This talk will explore some of the many Kansas legends and
folktales and help audiences decipher between a myth (folk religion), legend (folk
history), and tale (folk literature). When possible, local legends and folk tales—and
what they say about that particular community—will be discussed. Presented by
Jim Hoy.
Jim is a folklorist who works with the Center for Great Plains Studies at Emporia
State University.
Jim Hoy
620/343-3192 (h); 620/341-5549 (w); 620/341-0398 (c)
jhoy@emporia.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

T H E AM A Z O N AR M Y *
When coal was discovered in southeast Kansas in the late 1860s, thousands came
from all over the world to work the mines. The mix of nationalities created an
ethnic geography unique to Kansas that came to be known as the Little Balkans.
Miners faced hazardous working conditions, poor pay, and discrimination. In 1921,
thousands of women marched on the coal mines in support of striking miners. The
New York Times dubbed them the “Amazon Army.” This spirited act linked men
and women together in one of the most dynamic pages in the history of American
labor. Presented by Linda O’Nelio Knoll.
Linda is an educator, author, and historian who researches the local history of
southeast Kansas.
Linda O’Nelio Knoll
620/231-0499 (h)
620/875-0419 (c)
lindaoknoll@swbell.net
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

I F TH E S E WA L L S CO U L D TA L K : KA N S A S MU R A L S *
Explore the artists, meaning, and stories behind the state’s rich collection of public
murals. From the iconic John Steuart Curry murals in the Kansas Statehouse to the
post office murals of the New Deal and the many murals done by townspeople
across the state, these works tell us much about the people involved. Led by
muralist Dave Loewenstein, this presentation explores history through a new lens
and examines the organizational and technical efforts that go into capturing a
community’s story in public art. Presented by Dave Loewenstein
Dave is an artist and co-author of Kansas Murals: A Traveler’s Guide.
Dave Loewenstein
785/550-8531
dloewenstein@hotmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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R E T H I N K I N G TH E SE R M O N ON TH E MO U N T
Jesus of Nazareth was a first-century Jewish preacher who lived in
an era of intense struggle between the Jewish people and the Roman
Empire. This presentation examines the historical context surrounding
Jesus’ longest teaching, The Sermon on the Mount. Often oversimplified
as either moral platitudes or requirements for admission to heaven,
contemporary research into the era indicates the sermon may have
been more an effort to promote a countercultural program of nonviolent
resistance against Roman oppression. Presented by Kirk MacGregor.
Kirk teaches religious studies and philosophy at McPherson College.
Kirk R. MacGregor
620/242-0535
macgregk@mcpherson.edu

S H I F T I N G WAT E R S : IN T E R N A T I O N A L CO N F L I C T &
C O O P E R AT I O N *
The Rio Grande, like many waterways that serve as international borders,
has been endowed with both symbolic and practical importance.
Around the globe these living, shifting boundaries have sparked both
conflict and cooperation among rivals. From the Jordan, Indus, and
Mekong river basins, to the San Juan River in Central America, water is
a key area of diplomacy. The presentation explores the role of water in
the modern history of international relations and how they hold the key
toward future conflict or cooperation. Presented by Aaron Margolis.
Aaron teaches history at Kansas City Kansas Community College.
Aaron Margolis
915/242-5036
amargolis@kckcc.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

F O A M ON TH E RA N G E
Kansas was on the forefront of the temperance movement, eventually
becoming the first state to prohibit alcohol consumption. This enforced
abstinence clashed considerably with many German, Czech, Irish, Italian,
Mexican, Croatian, Greek, and Jewish immigrants who had settled in
across the state. Indeed, anti-foreign prejudice helped drive support for
prohibition in some areas. In response, ethnic communities frequently
violated prohibition laws in an effort to preserve an important
expression of cultural identity. Although Kansas breweries and
vineyards were forced into neglect, immigrant communities improvised
and persevered. Presented by Isaias McCaffery.
Isaias is a historian and the chair of the Humanities and Social Sciences
at Independence Community College.
Isaias McCaffery
620/332-5438
imccaffery@indycc.edu
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V E T E R A N S ’ VO I C E S : OR A L HI S TO RY WO R K S H O P
Every veteran has a story. Yet many of these stories go untold
because we don’t know what to ask or veterans seem reluctant to
talk about their service. Oral history is an empowering way to let
veterans speak about their experiences, whether they happened 50
years ago in Vietnam or more recently in Afghanistan. This workshop
provides family, friends, and community members the skills to
interview those who served our country. This presentation will include
recommendations for setting up and starting an interview, what types
of questions to ask, and tips for documenting the discussion. Presented
by Kaye McIntyre.
Kaye is the producer and host of “KPR Presents,” Kansas Public Radio’s
weekly public affairs program.
Kaye McIntyre
785/864-4530
kmcintyre@ku.edu

L A N D ET H I C S AN D W AT E R RE S O U R C E S *
In 1949 Aldo Leopold sparked the modern conservation movement
with his treatise on “land ethics,” declaring that ethical individual
cooperation should also consider soil, water, plants, and animals. But
what role does culture play in determining the land ethics of place?
This presentation explores different land ethics and how they impact
our water resources through land management choices. Learn about
agricultural practices in Kansas and how they compare with the
indigenous land ethics of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, the
Altai Republic of Siberian Russia, and Kikuyu people of central Kenya.
Presented by Heidi Mehl.
Heidi is the manager for the Healthy Streams Initiative at the Nature
Conservancy.
Heidi Mehl
785/424-4164
heidi.mehl@tnc.org
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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K A N S A S WE A T H E R IN LI F E , LI T E R A T U R E , AN D P H O T O G R A P H Y *
When it comes to weather, Kansans have a lot to say, and for good reason.
Not only is weather on the High Plains some of the most dramatic in the
world, but it also shapes how those living in the region see themselves. This
presentation opens with storm chaser Stephen Locke’s vibrant images of
weather, paired with poetry by Kansas writers inspired by the drama that
unfolds in the sky. Audience members are encouraged to share their weatherrelated stories and images as part of short writing exercise intended to spark
discussion about the natural forces that influence our lives and shape our
world. Presented by Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg.
Caryn is an author and was the 2009-2013 Poet Laureate of KansasTM.
Caryn Mirriam-Goldberg
785/766-7159
carynmirriamgoldberg@gmail.com

photo credit John Noltner

*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

T R A N S F O R M I N G TH E CO M M O N P L A C E : SE E D PO R T R A I T S , H A I R
W R E A T H S , AN D BU T T E R SC U L P T U R E S *
What would the Iowa State Fair be without butter sculptures, the Minnesota
State Fair without seed portraits, or Victorian houses without hair wreaths?
These beloved wonders are due, in large part, to the work of visionary artists
like Lillian Colton, a seed portraitist, who started her craft in the late 1960s;
Caroline S. Brooks, who pioneered the art of sculpting in butter in the late 19th
century; and Leila Cohoon, a well-respected hair-wreath expert. This
presentation examines the uncommon transformations of commonplace
materials, and features the stories of these three women and the institutions
that preserve these odd traditions. Presented by Erika Nelson.
W O M E N WO N D E R W O R K E R S : TH E SE L F - M A D E WO R L D S OF
V I S I O N A R Y FE M A L E AR T I S T S *
Explore four visionary art environments created by female sculptors. Mary
Nohl embellished her Lake Michigan property with a series
of interconnected concrete curvilinear forms, some reaching the second floor
windows of her family home. Truck driver and preacher Inez Marshal sculpted
large blocks of limestone and established the International Sculpture Hall in
rural Portis, Kansas. Grandma Prisbery’s bottle village is located in an
earthquake-prone area in Simi Valley, California. Laura Pope Forrester paid
tribute to local and national heroes with her sculpted concrete vignettes
surrounding her mercantile in rural Georgia. The presentation examines their
inspirations and motivations, the work itself, and the afterlife of overlooked
sites after their makers have passed. Presented by Erika Nelson.
Erika is the creator and curator of the World’s Largest Collection of
the World’s Smallest Versions of the World’s Largest Things Traveling
Roadside Attraction and Museum.
Erika Nelson
785/760-0826
worldslargestthings@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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R A I L R O A D E D : TH E IN D U S T R Y TH A T SH A P E D KA N S A S
In the 19th century, the influence of the railroad industry was vast. Some
claim that Kansas was created specifically to accommodate westward
expansion of railroads. Railroads brought immigrant settlers, created
jobs, and fed beef markets in the East. They enabled regular mail service
and the adoption of standard time. Most Kansas towns were founded
because of the railroad, and few survived without it. This progress came
at a cost to the Plains Indians who were forcibly displaced by this
westward expansion. This presentation examines the complicated legacy
of railroads. Presented by Leo Oliva.
Leo is a historian with a research focus on 19th-century Kansas.
Leo E. Oliva
785/425-7312
oliva@ruraltel.net

V E T E R A N S ME M O I R WR I T I N G WO R K S H O P *
Writing is a powerful tool that can help veterans come to terms with
their memories. It can also communicate to family and friends those
stories that are difficult to verbalize. This workshop is designed to give
veterans the tools and confidence to develop and write their own stories.
Participants can use notes, drafts, poetry, free-writing exercises, and
other methods to generate moving and honest writing. No prior writing
experience in necessary. Presented by Al Ortolani.
Al is a former English instructor, published poet, and facilitator of
Vietnam veterans writing workshops as part of HK’s Kansas Stories of the
Vietnam War initiative.
Al Ortolani
620/875-1856
alortolani@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

T H E KA N S A S IN D U S T R I A L FA R M FO R WO M E N
In 1917, the Kansas Industrial Farm for Women was established in
Lansing, Kansas, to house women found in violation of new quarantine
laws intended to prevent the spread of venereal diseases. As male
troops enlisted for World War I, large numbers were found to have
syphilis and gonorrhea. It was a public health crisis. To counter this, fivemile “morality zones” were established around Kansas military
installations to keep soldiers away from “lewd” women. The women who
were arrested, incarcerated, and kept until the prison officials felt
otherwise, were taught to grow crops, raise chickens, sew, and cook. This
presentation explores life on this unusual farm and the women who lived
there. Presented by Laura Phillippi.
Laura is a historian based in Leavenworth.
Laura Phillippi
913/547-3447
historianlaura@yahoo.com
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WAT E R : WH Y IS IT SO DI F F I C U L T TO CO N S E R V E ? *
Water is the most precious natural resource, sustaining all life on Earth.
Despite its value, freshwater consumption is not sustainable in many
areas around the world, including Kansas. Why is it so difficult to
conserve this vital resource? This presentation will look at the role of
culture—our values, norms, and beliefs—and consider their impact on
“the water problem” and how they can help solve this issue. Presented
by Matthew Sanderson.
I M M I G R AT I O N IN KA N S A S TO D AY*
Since settlement in the 19th century, the story of Kansas has largely
been a story of immigration. This presentation explores how immigration
today compares to immigration since the 1860s, connecting the
trends in the benefits and challenges that communities face when new
people move in. Looking at history, how can today’s Kansas towns and
neighborhoods develop socially and ecologically resilient communities?
The social processes of integrating new cultures into our increasingly
shared space will be examined, as well as the impact these changing
demographics have on their natural environments. Presented by
Matthew Sanderson.
Matthew is a professor of sociology at Kansas State University.
Matthew Sanderson
785/532-4969
mattrs@ksu.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

S I C K L E AN D HA M M E R : TH E UN I T E D STAT E S AN D EA R L Y
S O V I E T RU S S I A
The relationship between the United States and Russia has always
been complicated. This presentation examines the people and policies
that made it so. From the involvement of American armed forces in
the Russian Civil War in 1918 to American efforts to counter famine
in fledgling Soviet Russia in the 1920s, there were often competing
motives. Even President Franklin Roosevelt’s formal recognition of
Soviet Russia may have been born from a need for allies in the coming
war. This presentation also explores the human element, such as
noteworthy American writer Theodore Dreiser’s 1927 trip to Soviet
Russia, and poet and Kansas native Langston Hughes’ 1932
collaboration on a film project in Moscow that explored race relations.
Presented by Norman Saul.
Norm is a historian who specializes in Russian history, international
relations, and Mennonites and Volga Germans from Russia in Kansas.
Norman Saul
785/842-0697
nsaul@ku.edu
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T H E HA R L E M RE N A I S S A N C E
The booming, experimental period in American history known as
the Harlem Renaissance exposed the world to the arts, culture, and
intellect of African Americans. But it was also a time of struggle when
white society failed to respond to issues of civil rights and social
equality. Could art produced by African Americans primarily for African
Americans succeed where politics, religion, and the courts failed?
It was a tall order, but not for residents of Harlem, New York, where
young Black men and women with college degrees worked and lived.
This generation was determined to chart a new course far beyond their
parents and grandparents, many of whom had been enslaved. Using
jazz, blues, spirituals, and poetry, this presentation spans the 1920s and
explores the contributions of Kansas artists who answered the call to
this unmistakable moment. Presented by Lem Sheppard.
Lem is a musician and historian based in Pittsburg.
Lem Sheppard
620/875-9131
lemshep@gmail.com

WHAT’S FOR LUNCH? SCHOOL LUNCHES IN THE UNITED STATES
From sack lunches to school lunches, what we eat has never been far
from anyone’s mind. This presentation traces the changes from the
typical school sack lunch 100 years ago, to the passage of the National
School Lunch Act in 1946, and the monitoring of school lunches ever
since. As early as 1910, school lunches were believed to be essential for
the physical and mental health of children. Teachers knew even back
then that students functioned better with full stomachs. Who could
argue with that? Not so fast! School lunches have become the subject
of serious debate. Participants will learn about school lunch history, the
intent of feeding children at school, and the considerations that task
involves. Presented by LuAnn Soliah.
LuAnn is a former clinical professor
of nutritional sciences at Oklahoma
State University and studies eating
patterns of U.S. citizens.
LuAnn Soliah
316/613-3006
coffeecups@cox.net
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M O M E N T BY MO M E N T : FA M I LY HI S T O R Y WR I T I N G
WORKSHOP*
Family history tells us who we are and where we come from. But
genealogical records sometimes lack the personal details that
communicate just how interesting families can be. In this workshop,
participants are encouraged to take their research and turn it into
story form. Capture family lore that has been passed down for
generations, describe that uncle that showed up at Thanksgiving, or
recount grandma’s cooking. Travel to the places your family lived and
write about what they saw. The workshop includes writing exercises
to create characters and identify compelling topics. Adding stories to
genealogy can make family history move vivid and more likely to be
read by future generations. Presented by Kim Stanley.
Kim teaches writing and literature courses at McPherson College.
Kim Stanley
620/242-0531
stanleyk@mcpherson.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

R E S E A R C H I N G YO U R HO M E AN D TH E PE O P L E WH O L I V E D
THERE*
Researching a property—whether an old home, a new business, or a
section of pastureland—can do more than tell us the history of a space;
it can also help us build a human connection to the people who came
before us and the history they experienced. This presentation helps
participants consider creative ways to study documents and assemble
a meaningful narrative with information found through research. It
leads participants through the process of how to examine land data
and historic maps and navigate through county registers of deeds,
historical societies, and other defenders of local history. Presented by
Diana Staresinic-Deane.
Diana is the executive director of the Franklin County Historical Society
and the Old Depot Museum in Ottawa.
Diana Staresinic-Deane
785/242-1250
dianastaresinicdeane@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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T H E MU R D E R OF EM M E T T TI L L *
On August 25, 1955, Emmett Till whistled at a white woman outside
a Mississippi grocery store. Three days later, the 14-year old African
American boy from Chicago was kidnapped, tortured, murdered, and
thrown into a river. For the next fifty years, there was not a single
memorial to Till’s murder in the Mississippi Delta. Since 2005, however,
over $5 million has been invested in the production of an entire Emmett
Till commemorative infrastructure. The Delta now boasts nine roadside
markers, two restored buildings, a museum, an interpretive center, a
community building, and a nature trail that tells the story of Till’s 1955
murder. This presentation introduces the audience to the various Till
memorials and uses them to explore the competing narratives of exactly
what happened on the night of the murder. Presented by Dave Tell.
Dave is a professor of communication studies at KU and co-creator
of the Emmett Till Memory Project. His work on Emmett Till has been
recognized with a fellowship from the National Endowment for the
Humanities.
Dave Tell
785/864-0450
davetell@ku.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

R E D STAT E : SO C I A L I S M AN D TH E FR E E PR E S S IN KA N S A S *
Although Socialism’s contributions to the labor movement, women’s
suffrage, and food safety are well documented, its impact on journalism
is less known. At the turn of the 20th century, a cottage industry of small
newspapers blossomed in Kansas. Read by a growing working class,
these newspapers often gave voice to economic issues. As the United
States prepared for World War I, these newspapers ramped up editorials
rallying against the “grotesque bloodletting” of war. As a result, the
Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918 were passed, allowing
authorities to imprison those with opinions counter to the war effort.
This presentation will discuss the rise and fall of the Socialist press in
Kansas, as well as its causes, leaders, and detractors, and explore the
role of the free press. Presented by Matthew Thompson.
Matthew teaches history at Johnson County Community College and
serves as assistant registrar at the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art.
Matthew Thompson
618/530-2562
mthompson221@hotmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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W H E N FR E E D O M CH A N G E D AM E R I C A *
One hundred years separate the Emancipation Proclamation (1863) and the
March on Washington (1963). Both movements were defined by the pursuit of
freedom: one from the institution of slavery, the other from economic and
political inequality. But what did freedom mean to Americans who participated
in these important historical events? Today, as seekers of the American Dream,
we can learn a great deal from the devotion and commitment of those looking
to reclaim America and the principles for which it stands. Presented by
Edgar Tidwell.
Edgar teaches African American and American literature at the University of
Kansas.
Edgar Tidwell
785/331-4201
tidwelje@ku.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

F R E E DI D NO T ME A N WE L C O M E *
Millions of African Americans walked away from the South after Emancipation
looking for freedom. For some it meant a journey to Kansas, a “free state.”
Discover how many realized that for Black people in Kansas “Free” did not
necessarily mean “Welcome.” Presented by Carmaletta Williams.
Carmaletta is a former professor of English and African American Studies at
Johnson County Community College.
Carmaletta Williams
Drcarma5@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.

R U R A L P R E N E U R S : TU M B L E W E E D S AN D T A L E N T S IN KA N S A S
COMMUNITIES*
How can businesses succeed in small town Kansas? The answers
can be found in what we have termed “ruralpreneurs” – innovative
entrepreneurs who have built successful enterprises in small town Kansas, and
strengthened their communities as a result. This presentation highlights realworld examples of Kansas entrepreneurs who have built businesses and created
jobs and opportunities in a rural setting. These include innovative businesses in
Marysville, Garden City, Downs, Neodesha, and more. The presentation also
honors the emerging role of diversity, technology, and telecommunications that
have brought about so many changes in society. It also reflects the importance
of a spirit of service and community. This fascinating, inspiring, fun, and
informative presentation highlights rural Kansans and builds pride in our state.
Presented by Ron Wilson.
Ron produces a weekly radio program and news column about rural Kansas.
Ron Wilson
785/532-7690 (w); 785/532-8092 (c)
rwilson@ksu.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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F R E E SP E E C H IN TI M E S OF CR I S I S *
“Congress shall make no law…abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press…” With these simple words in the First Amendment, U.S.
citizens are granted an inalienable right to express their opinions, a
right that does not dissipate at times when society is under stress and
disagreements get heated. Even when we do not agree with someone’s
language, we believe in the speaker’s right to utter it. History shows us,
however, that sometimes people in positions of authority actively work
to close off public discussion. This presentation looks at the reasons free
speech is protected and explores how the use of social media and terms
like “fake news” can hinder public discourse. Powerpoint. Presented by
Stephen Wolgast.
Stephen is a former New York Times editor who now teaches journalism
and digital media at Kansas State University.
Stephen Wolgast
785/370-6350
wolgast@collegianmedia.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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THE VAQUEROS*
When Spanish settlers arrived in New Spain – later Mexico and the American
Southwest – they brought with them the tradition of the Vaquero, a horsemounted livestock herder that originated on the Iberian Peninsula of Europe.
As American settlers moved west, they adopted the methods of the Vaqueros
for managing large herds of cattle. In the 1870s, demand for beef grew and the
cattle industry boomed. Massive cattle drives to railheads in towns like Garden
City, Dodge City, and Abilene required the unique skills of Hispanic, Black,
American Indian, and white cowboys of the Vaquero tradition. This presentation
highlights the culture of the Vaquero, including the development of the corrido,
a form of ballad popular among cowboys. Presented by Gene Chávez.
Gene consults on diversity issues as president of Chávez and Associates.

THE VAQUEROS/ LOS VAQUEROS*
Esta es una presentación multimedia con oportunidad de preguntas y discusión
acerca del desarrollo de la tradición vaquera “cowboy”. El vaquero es un pastor
de ganado que monta a caballo y viene de una tradición que se originó en
la Península Ibérica. Actualmente, el vaquero es todavía parte de la tradición
Española de trabajar con el ganado montado a caballo. Las tradiciones de los
vaqueros se desarrollaron en México por la metodología traída a Mesoamérica
desde España y también se convirtió en el pilar del “cowboy” de Norte América.
Los vaqueros de las Américas fueron los jinetes y pastores de ganado del
imperio Español en las Américas por 300 años. Los colonizadores Españoles se
extendieron por el Virreinato de la Nueva España, y ellos trajeron las tradiciones
de la ganadería y el cuidado de otros animales. Cuando los colonizadores
americanos se trasladaron al oeste, adoptaron los métodos de los vaqueros
para manejar grandes rebaños de ganado. Con los mercados crecientes de
carne en el Este de Estados Unidos, las operaciones de engorda de ganado
iniciaron a finales de 1800. La conducción de ganado a ciudades ferroviarias
como Garden City, Dodge City, Abilene, y la ciudad de Kansas trajo vaqueros
Hispanos, Negros, Indios Americanos y “cowboys” Blancos de la tradición
vaquera para trabajar el ganado en las planicies de Kansas. El desarrollo
del corrido (balada) que formó parte del entretenimiento del vaquero y
posteriormente del “cowboy” también será discutida. Presentación disponible
en Inglés y Español. Presentado por Gene Chávez.
Gene es consultor de asuntos de diversidad y presidente de Chávez and
Associates
Gene T. Chávez
913/486-2213
gtchavez45@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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FLOUR POWER*
During the period of the Mexican Revolution, many immigrants made their
way to Kansas to raise their families and work in the railroad, agricultural,
industrial, and hospitality sectors of the state. A cultural offshoot of this
new group of Mexican residents settling in the Midwest was the search for
the perfect tortilla, a staple of Mexican cuisine. Because corn tortillas were
difficult to make by hand, many restaurants and home cooks substituted
wheat flour tortillas for their signature dishes. Join us to discuss the rich
history of Mexican immigration to Kansas and the journey of the humble
but important tortilla. Presentation available in English and Spanish.
Presented by Gene Chávez
Gene consults on diversity issues as president of Chávez and Associates.

FLOUR POWER/ EL PODER DE LA HARINA*
Durante el periodo de la Revolución Mexicana, muchos inmigrantes
llegaron a Kansas para establecer a sus familias y trabajar en el ferrocarril,
agricultura, industria y sector hospitalario del estado. Un derivado cultural
de este nuevo grupo de residentes Mexicanos que se establecieron en
el Medio-oeste era la búsqueda de la tortilla perfecta, una tradición de
la cocina mexicana. Como las tortillas de maíz eran difíciles de hacer a
mano, muchos restaurantes y cocinas caseras substituyeron con tortilla
de harina para sus platillos principales. Acompáñenos a discutir la rica
historia de la inmigración Mexicana a Kansas y la trayectoria de la humilde
pero importante tortilla. Presentación disponible en Inglés y Español.
Presentado por Gene Chávez.
Gene es consultor de asuntos de diversidad y presidente de Chávez and
Associates
Gene T. Chávez
913/486-2213
gtchavez45@gmail.com
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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TESTIMONIO AND COMMUNAL MEMORY*
Testimonio is a political tradition across Latin America and typically features
first-person narration of one’s lived experiences. This presentation will discuss
the importance of recording testimonio with community elders in order to
preserve not just their individual stories but also to foster a communal memory
of Latinos in Kansas that is often left out of the official records. Presented by
Neill Gabrielle Kennedy.
Neill Kennedy is a PhD Student in American Studies at the University of Kansas
and is from Topeka, Kansas. Her dissertation focuses on Mexican immigration
and community building in Northeast Kansas during the first half of the
twentieth century.
Neill Gabrielle Kennedy
785/817-0351
neillkennedy@ku.edu
*Presentation can be conducted in person or online.
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