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ENTANGLED WORLD
Spread out on the table, a map of the world is straightforward: lines separate nations, and the boundaries seem firm and solid. Nothing, however, is that clear on the ground. Boundaries are contested and populations are mixed. Globalization, typically considered in economic terms, creates entangled connections among countries and peoples. As a result, whole new languages like Swahili and Creole spring from cultures in collision where new multicultural identities give rise to new literary characters and plots.

Although cultural exchanges of this sort are as old as human history—remember Homer’s Odysseus, Shakespeare’s Othello, and Joseph Conrad’s Marlow—patterns of globalization have accelerated dramatically over the past century. We have witnessed new forms of trade and exchange of ideas, and, in a less benign sort of globalization, wars and genocides, which have sparked massive dislocations of peoples and the repeated remapping of the world. To all this, literature has responded, producing in recent decades a range of works that investigate the complex interactions of people and cultures in our increasingly entangled world. 

Books in the Series
Bel Canto by Ann Patchett (2001)

An American opera singer, a Japanese industrialist, a French diplomat with skills in the kitchen, and a translator who falls in love with a Latin American terrorist are taken hostage by revolutionary terrorists in an unnamed Latin American embassy. Low comedy and high suspense, romance and tragedy blend in Patchett’s Orange Prize-winning novel, inspired by the actual seizure of the Japanese ambassador’s residence in Peru by Tupac Amaru guerillas in 1996.

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks (2007)

Book restorer Hannah Heath’s project, the 500-year-old illuminated Sarajevo Haggedeh manuscript, is a repository of tragic episodes throughout human history: as a friend tells her, “this book has survived the same disaster over and over again,” referring to “this fear, this hate, this need to demonize ‘the other.’” As Heath unpacks the clues in the book that illuminate its history—an insect wing, a wine stain, a missing silver clasp—her life in Sarajevo at the end of the fratricidal Bosnian war enriches her own perspectives on humankind’s potential for violence and redemption.

Anil’s Ghost by Michael Ondaatje (2000)

Canadian novelist Michael Ondaatje explores his own Sri Lankan roots in his fourth novel, limning the violence of the conflict between the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lankan state. Anil has fled her increasingly violent homeland to train in America as a forensic archaeologist. She comes to Sri Lanka on a UN mission after work in the killing fields of Guatemala’s “dirty war.” She is teamed with local archaeologist Sarath, whose Buddhist perspective and murky political connections balance her Western perspective on events. 

Further Reading

Selected Novels of Entangled Worlds:

Barbara Kingsolver, Poisonwood Bible (1998)

Jeffrey Eugenides, Middlesex (2002)

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Half of a Yellow Sun (2006)

Zadie Smith, White Teeth (2000)

Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses (1988)

Nell Freudenberger, The Dissident (2006)

Cristina Garcia, Monkey Hunting (2003)

Amy Tan, Saving Fish from Drowning

On Globalization and Its Consequences: 

Thomas Friedman, The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century (2006)

Peter Marber, Seeing the Elephant: Understanding Globalization from Trunk to Tail (2009)

Jagdish Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization (2007)

Michael Windfuhr, ed., Beyond the Nation State: Human Rights in Times of Globalization (2005)

Frank Lechner and John Boli, eds., The Globalization Reader (3d ed., 2007)

On the Territories of the Books in the Series:

Gustavo Gorriti, The Shining Path: A History of the Millenarian War in Peru (1999)

Steven J. Stern, ed., Shining and Other Paths: War and Society in Peru, 1980-1995 (1998)

The Sarajevo Haggedeh on line at http://www.sarajevo.net/haggadah/ 

Elizabeth Pond, Endgame in the Balkans: Regime Change, European Style (2006)

Robert Kaplan, Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History (2006)

Eric Paul Roorda, The Devil Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945 (1998)

Julia Alvarez, In the Time of Butterflies (novel, 1994)

Mario Vargas Llosa, Feast of the Goat (novel, 2001)

Stanley Jeyaraja Tambiah, Sri Lanka: Ethnic Fratricide and the Dismantling of Democracy (1991)

Debra Wilson, Economy, Culture and Civil War in Sri Lanka (2004)


