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Book Descriptions

A Diary from Dixie by Mary Boykin Chesnut (1905/2006)
Mary Chesnut (1823-1886) was a woman of the Southern plantation elite, well connected, and passionately committed to the Confederacy’s losing cause. Through the course of the war, she worked in hospitals and witnessed the social costs of the Civil War, the slow destruction of her way of life.

March by Geraldine Brooks (2005)
The March of Brooks’s title is not Sherman’s, but Alcott’s. In Louisa May Alcott’s classic Little Women, the father of the girls of the March family is absent for much of the novel, serving as a chaplain for Union forces during the Civil War. Brooks’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel reimagines the absent March as an abolitionist with utopian inclinations, testing his ideological commitments in the theatre of war.

The March by E. L. Doctorow (2005)
General William Tecumseh Sherman’s famous March, the rapacious scorched-earth tromping of Union forces across Georgia and the Carolinas, seemed designed to prove his slogan that “war is hell.” Doctorow in this novel brings to bear a perspective that blends panoramic overview with local experience, freely mixing fictional creations with historical figures.

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane (1895/2004)
For Henry Fleming, the protagonist of Crane’s classic Civil War novel, the fundamental contrast between his anticipation of war and his experience of battle frames the hero’s growing consciousness of the realities of war. That new consciousness brings into question the hero’s initial idealized quest for a “red badge of courage,” the wound that proves his manhood.
